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A Note from the Pastor

Il candét believe that | have been ordai
experiences and wonderful people who have ministered with and to me, far

outweighing the hassles and problems life seems to throw my way. God has been

good to me.

My first 17 years as a priest centered around high school youth and the people who

worked with them. Hard to believe some of those youth are now in their forties. It

was an exciting time of retreats and leadership training and youth conferences. They

were good years in which my priesthood matured and | learned some important life

lessons. First, | learned that youth is an attitude and though | would inevitably grow

ol der |, | di dnot have to grow ol d. Seco
and came to learn and understand my priesthood as an interdependency with those

| serve. Third, | learned that I still had a lot to learn.

Then that fateful day came when | was asked to grow up and become a pastor.

Today | am grateful for all the time, talent and resources that | have witnessed by the
members of St. Maryds who are willing
ourselves. | am grateful for your friendship and your forgiveness. | am grateful for the
wonderful staff, past and present, God has blessed me with. | see us preparing for

the future with foresight and commitment and | am as excited about being a priest

among you today as | was when | was first ordained.

God bless.

) .
w/(, J A
Father Tom
Pastor
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St Mary’s

Colts Neck, NJ

Pari sh

Parish Office Staff Members

Foll owing the Stewardship Committeeds |
tions for improvements to St. Maryds t
new faces to our Parish Office staff. As they work diligently everyday to improve and

expand our faith community and our Church, please feel free to get to know these

staff members.

Sister Jeanne Belli, Sisters of St. Joseph

Pastoral Associate

A Sister of Saint Josephds from Chestn
Pastoral Associate for |12 years. A sister for 48 years, she was born in Philadelphia

and has lived in the south Jersey area for 25 years. Sister Jeanne is responsible for all
adult faith formation programs at St.
mini stering to the St. Maryds communi t:
parishioners in 2010.

Tom Carter

Director, Music Ministries

Tom Carter is very happy that he can spend his work days working with many
wonderful individuals and groups preparing music to share with the parish
community dfav$tin.g MarmuyWdse.d music at East
and Rutgers University, Tom has held similar positions at VWoodside Presbyterian in
Yardley, PA, and St. Isaac Jogues in Marlton, NJ. In addition to his other more
classically-oriented studies, he also took lessons in jazz improvisation and harmony
from former Woody Herman and Mel Torme sideman Jimmy Amadie. Tom has
accompanied many college, community theater and Theater for Young Audience
productions. The continuing development of his musicianship includes work at the
New School for Music Study and participation in summer seminars at VWestminster
Choir College.

He, his wife Karen and their son Josiah feel blessed to have found such a wonderful

extended family here at St. Maryds and
Joan Celiano
Director, Children’s Religious

As Director of Childrends Religious Ed
Bachelors of Science in Education from Loyola University and is currently enrolled at
Georgian Court University working toward a Masters Degree in Theology. Joan

holds several teaching certificates for working with elementary age children as well

as children with learning disabilities. She has multiple certifications from the Diocese

of Trenton, including Level | Catechist Certification, Certificate Program for

Administrators and a Certified Catechist Level | Facilitator. Joan is also a member of

the Trenton Diocese Institute of Lay Ecclesial Ministry and a volunteer member of

the Christian Brothers Academy Mot her s

Married for 22 years, Joan and her husband Daniel have three children: Thomas, a
student at DePaul University; Nicholas a student at Rowan University and Dominic a
student at Christian Brothers Academy.
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Colts Neck, NJ

Sister Helen Clifton, Sisters of St. Joseph

Director of Spirituality

Sister Helen, a Sister of St. Joseph a
ministering to our community for over 15 years. A certified Spiritual Director, she

studied The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius which was a joint study between the

Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth in Wernersville, PA and the Spirituality program

at Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia. Her internship for this ministry was

completed at the Sisters of St. Joseph Center for Spirituality in Chestnut Hill, PA.

At St . Maryds Sister Helen |l eads vari o
the seasonal Lectio Divina programs, spiritual reading programs, Koinonia, and our
womenos day and weekend | ong retreats.
Ellen Fink

Secretary

Ellen has held various secretarial and administrative assistant positions throughout

her career and she is enjoying meeting

responsibilities include front desk work at the Parish Office, providing mass cards for
parishioners, answering the phones as well as maintaining Parish records, entering
financial data into our database, and preparing bank deposits. Ellen also provides
secretarial support for such community building/fundraising programs as Light Up a
Memory. In addition, Ellen is the main contact person for all wedding scheduling.

She lives in Manasquan and has two children; Taryn, a junior at St. Francis University,
PA and Travis, a sophomore at Marist College, NY. In her free time Ellen enjoys
walking the boardwalk, reading and cooking.

Joseph Minichini

Maintenance Coordinator
Born in the Pleasant Plains area of Staten Island, NY, Joe has been a Freehold

resident for many years. Joining the S
maintenance department, Joe is involved in coordinating the set up and breakdown
of all events on St. Maryds campus. Jo
responsibilities seriously and he desires to be faithful and pleasing to God by serving
the needs of the St. Maryds community

which God has blessed him.

Happily married to Tami for over 28 years, Joe has a 27-year old son, Joey, and twin
| 6-year old daughters, Janine and Ashley, who enjoy the benefits of a God

centered education and sacramental life homeschooling. In September 2009, after
nine years of preparation, Joe made his Perpetual Vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience in the Holy Family Institute, a Secular Institute regulated by the church for
married couples which is aggregated to the Society of St. Paul.
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St Mary’s Parish

Colts Neck, NJ

Joseph Noble
Business Manager

A St. Maryods parishioner and Howell re.
St . Maryds new business manager. A gr a
Carolina and having worked for Movado Watch Company as an Assistant Director

of Operations, Joeds main responsibili:

accounting and financial functions for the Church and the daily operations of the
Parish Office. He also serves and coordinates with both the Finance and Parish
Councils and works as a liaison for communications with the Diocese.

Joe has been married to Marycatherine, a Family and Consumer Sciences educator at
Woodbridge High School, for 33 wonderful years. He has two sons, Joe Jr. an
electrical estimator in North Brunswick and Billy, a sophomore at St. Leo University
in Tampa, FL. Joe is a member of the South Amboy Irish-American Association, the
Freehold Elks Lodge and the Jersey Shore Golf Club.

Alyssa Sans
Administrative Assistant
A long time Colts Neck resident, Al yss.

management firm in New York City where she was a marketing manager. As a
Villanova graduate with over |5 years of experience in writing, creating and designing
various types of corporate advertising and marketing materials, Alyssa edits our
weekly bulletin. In addition to her administrative duties Alyssa is responsible for
assisting with Parish communications, including e-mail and database updates, e-mail
blasts, bulletin additions, Parish event flyers and posters. She also assists with general
office duties.

A Jersey girl at heart, Alyssa is a Springsteen fan who loves the beach and hot July
afternoons. She works closely with her husband, Robert, in their butcher shop,
catering and deli business. Alyssa, Robert and their new son, Luke, live in Colts
Neck.

Sharon Sturchio

Program Coordinator

Sharon has been a parishioner and resident of Colts Neck for 29 years and has been

on staff at St. Maryodés for 17 years. S|
coordinator and took over the oParish |
retired. She still maintains the calendar for the Parish with its daily updates, additions

and deletions. She facilitates the Orientation Program for those wishing to become
parishioners; schedules Baptisms, Altar Servers, Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers;

and maintains parishioner records in our ParishSoft database. Sharon is also

responsible for purchasing and preparing Advent and Lenten packets and purchasing
gifts for Motherds and Fatherds Day.

Sharon has two grown daughters, Cristin who resides in Manhattan and Courtenay
who resides in Matawan. She |ives with
and spoils (according to her girls)!
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St Mary’s Parish

Colts Neck, NJ

2009 Events Community Building/
Fruits of the Vineyard FundraiSing ACtiVities

Wine Tasting fi included
wines from local NJ
vineyards, including two of
our own parish families.

Al ways | ooking to involve al/l me mber s
Building and Fundraising Committee in 2009 planned some Parish-wide events for all

ages. With a wonderful response both in terms of volunteerism and attendance, the
committee was very excited to see so many parishioners in attendance. This year the

Advent Family Pancake Breakfast, our first annual wine tasting and Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Egg Hunt i over were big hits!

200 attendees, including
new parishioners and a
visit from the Easter

The Community Building and Fundraising Committee, looking for an adult-oriented
event, planned The Fruits of the Vineyard Wine Tasting. It was a fun evening for over
175 people. With 12 different vendor s,

]
Bunny! evening bought out the connoisseur in everyone. Since the event was focused on
New Jersey wines, St. Maryds was thril]
2nd Annual Advent families featured that evening.

Family Pancake
Breakfast i over 350
advance tickets sold but
had 800 in attendance!

Fun for children (and adults alike), the Easter Egg Hunt was a huge success. With
prayers for good weather (and it was), the hunt brought out over 200, including
many new parish families. With races for kids of all ages, prizes, and yummy desserts,
the day was topped off with a visit from the Easter Bunny.

With a focus on family, the community building/fundraising committee was thrilled

when the Advent Pancake Breakfast fed over 800 people! This was over double the
amount of tickets sold. The chocol ate
thanks goes to the Youth Group for all of their help serving so many meals.

The volunteerism and team experience at each of these functions was a huge
success. I n fact, people asked to owor |
a good time! The committee hopes to continue new and exciting events (with a

reprise of some of these favorites) in 2010.

I n 2009 St. Maryds was dedicated to wol
construction and renovations of our Church, Spiritual Center and Family Life Center.

Some of our events were both community-encompassing as well as ways to raise

funds for our mortgage reduction. The original mortgage was for $800,000 on a

| 0-year agreement. During the life of that agreement we would pay out almost

$300,000 in interest. The 2009 community building/fundraising activities, including

the Super 50/50, Casino Night, the second annual Light Up a Memory and the third

annual Winter Concert, helped reduce some of the shortfall due to this mortgage.

In addition, after some research we learned that other parishes rely on a once a

month special collection for mortgage reduction. It is felt that it would be less of a

burden to give smaller amounts more frequently than a larger amount all at once.

We realize that a second collection, even if it is only once a month, is not a normal
practice at St. Maryds. However, we wo
on our mortgage in 2010 as quickly as possible, save on the interest expense and

again, help increase our cash flow.
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St Mary’s Parish
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Social Concerns Social Concerns

Mission Statement

_— As a Roman Catholic Community of Disciples we are called by our
We are called by our Baptism to meet the soci al concerns of
Baptism to meet the social ing communities. It is our purpose to offer our time, talent and treasure in service
concerns of of the spiritual, socia!, physical and emotional needs of others by reaching out with

Parish and our neighboring RIS

communities. The Social Concerns Ministries are divided into four categories: Ministries of
Consolation, Ministries of Care, Sharing Programs and Outreach Programs. In
addition, confidential counseling is now provided by Maureen Waters, LCSW from
Catholic Charities.

The focus of the Social Concerns Ministries is to first meet the needs of our

family of faith at St. Maryds and seco
Concerns Committee helped Parish and Monmouth County residents in need by

providing financial assistance for utilities, rent, and prescriptions. In addition, we

provided gift cards for various supermarkets for groceries.

In 2010 the Social Concerns Committee hopes to continue providing assistance to
the Parish community and our local neighborhoods. With the help of the entire
Parish we can fulfill our Baptismal promise and make a difference.

A

What’'s Happening. ..

St . Maryds Youth Ministry is an active
different groups, senior high and junior high, teens have many opportunities to come
together to share and celebrate their faith. Throughout the year the youth groups

have many service opportunities, such as volunteering for a camp with people with
developmental disabilities, visiting the Colts Neck Assisted Living facility, assisting in
directing the parking for the Colts Neck Fair, organizing movie nights for our parish
community, and attending a pilgrimage to Canada with people with physical

challenges.

Teens meet once a week on Monday evenings to share time socially and in prayer.
Unlike so many groups that require a big commitment, Youth Ministry welcomes
young people whenever their schedules permit. New members are welcomed all the
time throughout the year.

Some highlights for teens are retreats and trips. The National Catholic Youth
Conference (NCYC) in Kansas City was a very exciting event. Thirty teens from our
Youth Group attended the November 19% - 22" conference with approximately
20,000 young people from across the country.

A high school retreat was held in September with 30 teens in attendance. Teens had

a great weekend with ideal weather at the retreat held at the Kateri Environmental
Center in nearby Wi ckatunk. The theme
Young people enjoyed games and peer led talks and activities. Fr. Tom and Fr. Victor

came to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation and Mass. PRAYZ, our new parish

teen music group played for the Mass.

Next time you see a youth group member
they will be happy to share!
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e oo Martha Mary Guild

You are the warmth of the fire of

Godds |l ove
You are the flowing water of Spiritual, charitable and social, the Parish women of the Martha Mary Guild who
Godds peace embody these characteristics have beenalong-t i me mi ni stry at St
Z;o(l)j Z"eétf;e SPEanE;NlO"'i( Or: g Son has over |75 members. With spiritual retreats, beginning all meetings with the
You are the breat hOSa% furtgllaaﬁiggsevegta such as the ;Iothing Sale, and trips to Broadway and other
cultural activities, the Martha Mary Guild women are always busy.
Sn: aioihir lovg 1s Vis kgaéiyeto Pl\epp atya(r)lyut{me,chl)Jinemerfnt?er assist the Parish in numerous ways, from
Godds peace i s vi bringinggefreshments o thesParislk Hall toyhelp the Lazarus Ministry to working with
Godd6s healing i s $§dcialiConcernsita complete Thanksgiving baskets. And they also lend agile
life stories A ] fin§ers to make blankets with the Prayer Shawl Ministry and collect infant apparel
Godds spirit is vi 3 bldef otal SrQakitatichy e 'y
move and goods for local organizations.
You are pray@gand praise to God, In 2009 the Martha Mary Guild donated over $16,000 to a large number of
$ motion . organizations in the area that provide assistance to women and children in need. A
ou are the very images of God : -
portion of the money was given to St.
fi Gloria Ziemiensktost per teen to attend the National Catholic Youth Conference in Kansas City.
September 2008
Martha Mary Guild is open to all women of the Parish. Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of the month and all are welcome to attend and join at any time.
2010: The Road Ahead
Throughout 2009 our community building/fundraising events were a positive
experience for the St. Maryds communit:

Concert and Light Up a Memory are new

look forward to each year. The committee is continuing to work on bringing friendly
events and fundraising efforts, incl

The 2009-2010 fiscal year has been a flurry of activities. Beginning with the Casino
Night and the Super 50/50 Drawing, our fundraising efforts have been a tremendous
success. Casino Night netted over $10,000 and the Super 50/50 benefitted the Parish
with over $36,000. As the Christmas Season approached we held our second annual
Advent Pancake Breakfast, the third annual Winter Concert, and the second annual
Light Up a Memory Tree. The combination of these three fundraisers yielded the
Parish $24,000. In addition, through the continued generosity of our parishioners our
newly begun second collection to help reduce our mortgage has been overwhelm-
ingly received. With just two months of collections the Parish has gained $13,000
toward our debt reduction.

Although these events have been very well received, difficult economic times for
everyone has had an effect on our weekly collections. We are still in need of funds
to help cover our operating costs and reach our mortgage goals. Please consider, if

ud:

possible, additional offerings to the

blessed with your continued generosity. It is with your support that we can carry on
these wonderful new traditions (and even start some more new ones!) in the
coming years.
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